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Submitted by: Councilmember Terry Taplin

The City of Berkeley has no jurisdiction over international affairs and sets neither foreign nor military
policy. The original resolution has been replaced with an alternative resolution with a focus on the war’s
impact on the Berkeley community and affirming the city’s aspirations for a lasting peace abroad,
commitment to safety and security for all Berkeley community members, and condemnation of anti-
Jewish and anti-Muslim hatred globally and locally.

Additionally, some minor formatting changes have been made.
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Peace and Justice Commission

ACTION CALENDAR
April 28, 2025

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
From: Peace and Justice Commission
Submitted by: Grace Morizawa, Chairperson, Peace and Justice Commission

Subiject: Resolution for an Immediate and Permanent Ceasefire in Gaza, and an
End to U.S. Military Aid to Israel, and Support for Palestinian Self-
Determination

RECOMMENDATION:
e The City of Berkeley Council adopt a resolution for a ceasefire in Gaza, and an
end to U.S. military aid to Israel, and support for Palestinian self-determination.
e Send a copy of the resolution to President Joseph R. Biden, Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, Vice President Kamala Harris, Representative Barbara Lee,
Senator Alex Padilla, Senator Laphonza R. Butler, Representative Cori Bush,
and Representative Rashida Tlaib.

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS:

Many residents of Berkeley have personal connections to family and friends in Israel
and/or Palestine, or have lived in those countries themselves, and are deeply affected
and traumatized by the last ten months of atrocities; these connections make it painful
to talk about the conflict, while at the same time making it imperative to do so.

The City of Berkeley mourns the thousands of people killed before, on, and after
October 7, 2023, including almost 45,000 people killed by military action of Gaza — 2%
of the total population — and as many as 186,000 additionally killed due to famine and
disease in Gaza, and 1,200 in Israel, the majority of all these being civilians.

In the occupied West Bank, the period since October 7, 2023 has seen over 600
Palestinians killed in Israeli military attacks or by settlers while the number of
Palestinians held in Israeli detention, often without charge or due process, has
skyrocketed. Political assassinations beyond Israel’s borders, including mass explosion
attacks in Lebanon on September 17" and 18", 2024, followed by a military invasion of
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Lebanon, threaten to devolve into regional war which, given the U.S. commitment to
defend Israel, could turn into an international war.

The wages of war are counted not only in the lives lost and the economic cost; war is
also demeaning to our culture, corrupting to our politics, increases sexual violence,
poisons race relations, destroys the natural environment and harms the mental health of
millions; the last year has inflamed the scourges of antisemitism and Islamophobia
experienced by members of the Berkeley community, which are likely to worsen as the
conflict continues.

M/S/C: Lippman, Taylor
Ayes: Gonzalez, Jacqulin, Jivan, Lippman, McNeil, Morizawa, Park, Taylor
Noes: Cassidy, Elias, Fink, Guarino, Lee, Mencher, Phillips

Abstain: N/A

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
N/A

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS
No identifiable impact

BACKGROUND

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION

The Peace and Justice Commission advises the City Council on all matters relating to the
City of Berkeley's role in issues of peace and social justice (Berkeley Municipal Code
Chapter 3.68.070)

Berkeley is a peace city. Berkeley has a unique history of fighting for peace and
universal human rights for at least 65 years; many of these issues were taken on by the
Council on the advice of the Peace and Justice Commission.

While the U.S. government has deplored the loss of life in the current conflict, it has
continued to supply billions of dollars in lethal aid to Israel, and in fact has approved
additional packages of $14 billion in February and $20 billion in August 2024, with
virtually no conditions, increasing the U.S. responsibility for the massive destruction of
Palestinian life in Gaza.
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The $1.6 million annually in income taxes paid by Berkeley residents that funds Israel’s
military could otherwise be spent on housing, education, healthcare, and infrastructure
for our community.

The most effective way we can contribute to peace with justice in Israel and Palestine is
to press our own government to end the sale of weapons and tools that enable
devastation.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
None

CITY MANAGER
The City Manager takes no position on the content of this recommendation.

CONTACT PERSON
Grace Morizawa, Chairperson, Peace and Justice Commission

Rex Brown, Commission Secretary, (510) 981-7000

Attachments:
1: Resolution
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RESOLUTION NO. ## ###-N.S.

REAFFIRMING BERKELEY'S COMMITMENT TO PEACE, AT HOME AND ABROAD

WHEREAS, the Peace and Justice Commission advises the City Council on all matters
relating-to-the-City of Berkeley'srole-in-issuesBerkeley sees all human life as precious and
recognizes the importance of peace and secialjustice{Berkeley-Municipal-Code-Chapter
3.68.070):* and
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seeun%y—we—pre#ess%e—seelem#eragn—adaen%u%#ew#%e—mfor aII communltles
in our CItV, our state, ourdeeawng—e&resﬂm—bemb&#e—dmp—m%etn&me*plede—at

m#ﬁan—zed—te%ee—arﬂ—belhge#enee—m—e%—seerety—l\morld reqardless of natlonal ethnlc or

religious affiliations; and
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that"WHEREAS, members of the Berkeley community have been deeply affected by the
suffering and loss of innocent life resulting from the ongoing war in Israel, Gaza, and
Lebanon, with many carrying direct ties to the conflict, driving fear for loved ones and
profound personal losses; and

WHEREAS, this conflict abroad is driving hate at home, and the City Council has heard
from individual Berkeley residents and groups who have been targeted, insulted, and
threatened, and who fear for their family’s safety, sense of belonging, and wellbeing here
in Berkeley and in Berkeley schools; and

WHEREAS, Berkeley Police Department’s 2023 and 2024 Annual Reports! showed a
local spike in hate following October 7th 2023, including significant increases in the rate
of anti-Jewish hate crimes and hate incidents, and an increase in anti-Arab and anti-
Muslim hate crimes; and

WHEREAS, Berkeley has long been a bastion of tolerance and a beacon of hope and
acceptance for people of all backgrounds and these hateful incidents run counter to our
community’s values; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Berkeley acknowledges that residents of Berkeley have
strong and often divergent opinions about the war in the Middle East and U.S. foreign

policy; and
WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of ere-and-al-tolabor-hard-forpeace-andjustice-inforums

of-appropriate scale”

Lhttps://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2024-03-
12%201tem%2001%20WORKSESSION%20%202023%20Berkeley%20Police%20Department%20Annua
[%20Report.pdf

https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2025-03-
18%20Special%201tem%2001%202024%20Berkeley%20Police%20Department.pdf

Page 8


https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2024-03-12%20Item%2001%20WORKSESSION%20%202023%20Berkeley%20Police%20Department%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2024-03-12%20Item%2001%20WORKSESSION%20%202023%20Berkeley%20Police%20Department%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2024-03-12%20Item%2001%20WORKSESSION%20%202023%20Berkeley%20Police%20Department%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2025-03-18%20Special%20Item%2001%202024%20Berkeley%20Police%20Department.pdf
https://berkeleyca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2025-03-18%20Special%20Item%2001%202024%20Berkeley%20Police%20Department.pdf

Resolution for Ceasefire in Gaza, End to Military Aid to Israel, ACTION CALENDAR
And Palestinian Self-Determination April 28, 2025

BEHFURTHER RESOLVED-thatthethe Berkeley City efBerkeley:--Council and elected
officials to combat hate and provide moral leadership in our city;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Berkeley City Council and the Mayor of

Berkeley grieve the terrible loss of life and empathize with community members whose
families are impacted by the conflict and share their hope for a prompt, just, and enduring
peace that allows Israelis, Palestinians, and all residents of the region to live side-by-side
with dignity, security, human rights, civil rights, and self-determination; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the-City of Berkeley vows-to-combatal-forms-of-hate;
including—tslamopheobia,—antisemitism;—values its Arab, Israeli, Jewish, Muslim and

Palestinian residents and condemns the rise of anti-ArabJewish and anti-Palestinian
racismyxenephobia;Muslim hate locally and across the country; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Berkeley reaffirms its commitment to being
a safe and ethnenationalismwelcoming place for people of all backgrounds, religions, and
ethnicities, and pledges to work with community leaders and first responders to keep
every member of our community safe.
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