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Background

2

City Council Referral
• Keep Innovation in Berkeley (2022)

Planning Commission
• May 1, 2024 Discussion
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Actions Requested Tonight

2. Make a recommendation to City Council on the proposed Ordinance 
amendments

1. Hold a public hearing
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KEEP INNOVATION IN 
BERKELEY

1. Revise permit requirements for 
R&D

2. Add R&D to district purpose 
statements

3. Remove the regulation of BSL 
Class organisms

4. Revise parking requirements 
for R&D uses

5. Revise the definition of 
Laboratory
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1. Revise Permit Requirements for R&D
(C-W, C-T, C-C, C-DMU, C-U and C-NS zoning districts)
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Current Proposed

R&D 
Under 20,000 sq. 
ft. AUP with 

findings

ZC

R&D
20,000  sq. ft. or 
over

AUP
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2. Add R&D to District Purpose Statements
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23.206.070(A) – Mixed Manufacturing (MM) District Purpose

3. Encourage development of a manufacturing district targeted to manufacturing and industrial uses including 
research and development, so that manufacturers and industrial businesses will not be interfered with by 
incompatible uses;

5. Provide an appropriate location for the development of compatible industries which can provide high quality 
employment for people at all educational levels, and add significantly to the tax base, such as the biotechnology 
industry and other research and development uses; 

23.206.080(A) – Mixed Use-Light Industrial (MU-LI) District Purpose

7. Provide the opportunity for laboratory development and research and development facilities in appropriate 
locations;
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3. Remove Regulation of BSL Class Organisms

23.206.080 – Mixed Use Light Industrial (MU-LI) District

5. Commercial Physical or Biological Laboratories. Commercial physical or biological
laboratories using Class 3 organisms are not permitted the MU-LI district. Use of Class 2
organisms are permitted only in locations at least 500 feet from a Residential District or a
MU-R district.
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3. Remove Regulation of BSL Class Organisms

23.206.080 – Mixed Use Light Industrial (MU-LI) District

5. Commercial Physical or Biological Laboratories. Commercial physical or biological 
laboratories using Class 3 organisms are not permitted the MU-LI district. Use of Class 2 
organisms are permitted only in locations at least 500 feet from a Residential District or a 
MU-R district.
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4. Revise Parking Requirements for R&D Uses
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Current Proposed

R&D 
Commercial District Requirements

2 spaces/1,000 sq. ft. 1 space/1,000 sq. ft.

R&D
Manufacturing District Requirements 2 spaces/1,000 sq. ft. 1 space/1,000 sq. ft.

Note:  No minimum parking requirements for most commercial uses located within 1/2 mile 
of public transit.  
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5. Revise Definition of Laboratory

12

Revised recommendation: Include direction to staff to resolve the definition issue for existing 
permitted businesses before forwarding this recommended revised definition to City Council.

(a) Commercial Physical or Biological Testing. A facility that provides controlled
conditions in which scientific or technological testing research, experiments, and
measurements may be performed.
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Next Steps

2. Make a recommendation to City Council on the proposed Ordinance 
amendments

1. Hold a public hearing
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C-W Designated Nodes 1-4

14

Item 11, Presentation - Keep Innovation in Berleley 
Planning Commission 

July 17, 2024



C-W Designated Nodes 5-6
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